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Crooked kingdom summary

2016 fantasy novel by Leigh Bardugo Crooked Kingdom First edition coverAuthorLeigh BardugoCountryUnited StatesLanguageEnglishSeriesSix of Crows duologyGenreFantasy, Young AdultPublishedSeptember 20, 2016PublisherHenry Holt and Co.Media typePrint (hardcover and paperback),
audiobook, e-bookPages546ISBN9781627792134OCLC962228078Preceded bySix of Crows  Crooked Kingdom is a fantasy novel written by American author Leigh Bardugo.[1] The book is set in a world loosely inspired by 19th-century Europe.[2] Crooked Kingdom takes place days after the events of
the first book, Six of Crows, finishes.[3] The plot is told from third-person viewpoints of six different characters. Crooked Kingdom is the sequel to Six of Crows; the two comprise a duology. It is set in the Grishaverse. Plot In the prologue, a Grisha man named Emil Retvenko is kidnapped by a winged Shu
man. The book begins in a gambling parlor known as Club Cumulus where Jesper and Nina keep Jan Van Eck's lawyer, Cornelis Smeet, busy while Kaz and Wylan search his office for Van Eck's property documents. Kaz then plans to kidnap Van Eck’s pregnant young wife, Alys, and trade her for Inej,
who is being held captive. Meanwhile, Jesper’s father, Colm, arrives at the city, as a bank Jesper owes demands he pay his debts. When Jesper goes to meet Colm, they are attacked but manage to escape. Kaz tells Jesper's father to give them three days to get the money and asks him to wait in a hotel
in the city. Afterward, the crew's kidnapping is successful, and they trade Van Eck's wife for Inej. However, during the trade, three Shu soldiers with superhuman abilities attack Nina, Jesper, and other Grisha in the surrounding area. They manage to get away after Nina shoots one of them in the eye, and
Wylan sets another on fire. The crew meets at their hideout, and Kaz reveals he had bought shares in sugar companies and plans to sabotage Van Eck’s sugar silos using a chemical weevil, thereby raising the price of sugar. Nina and Inej persuade Kaz to smuggle out the remaining Grisha in the city
using one of Van Eck’s ships. While Kaz and Wylan attempt to steal the seal they need from the Van Eck house, Nina and Inej infiltrate the sugar silos. However, all of them are attacked, and it is revealed that Pekka Rollins is allied with Van Eck. Pekka also attacks the hideout Kaz was using to hide
Kuwei, where Jesper and Matthias were guarding him. They all escape and meet at the hotel where Colm is staying. Nina shows the group her strange and eerie new abilities to control dead bodies; she, Wylan, and Kuwei guess that it might be a result of her surviving the jurda parem withdrawal. Kaz puts
together another plan and declares an auction for the indenture of Kuwei. In the auction, Kaz disguises the Grisha from the embassy as the Council of Tides. They claim that the auction is biased because Van Eck gave money to the Shu delegation. The money was, in fact, channeled to the Crows by
scamming the Merchant Council. Van Eck is arrested and his reputation destroyed. They manage to fake Kuwei's death and smuggle him out of the city. During the job, Matthias is shot, and later dies. Kaz bluffs Pekka into believing that he has his son buried alive. Pekka then leaves the city in search of
his son. With Van Eck gone, Wylan inherits the properties of his family. In the final chapters, Kaz finds Inej's parents and brings them to Ketterdam. He is threatened by the real Council of Tides. Inej threatens Pekka out of his business in her first move against the people active in Ketterdam's slave trade.
Characters Kaz Brekker, a master thief and lock pick with a reputation for doing anything for the right price. He is also known as Dirtyhands. He is described as always wearing black leather gloves and carrying a cane with a crow's head on it. He is a leader of the Dregs. By the end of the novel, he has
acknowledged that he has romantic feelings for Inej. Inej Ghafa, a Suli acrobat who has a talent for sneaking around. She was kidnapped and forced to work in a brothel known as the "Menagerie" until Kaz bought her contract. She is also known as the Wraith. By the end of the novel, she has
acknowledged that she has romantic feelings for Kaz. Wylan van Eck, a merchant's son with some talent for demolition. He is initially engaged as a potential hostage, but later proves his worth as a valuable member of the Crows. He is unable to read due to severe dyslexia. By the end of the novel, he and
Jesper are living together and in a relationship. Matthias Helvar, a former Drüskelle witchhunter from Fjerda. He has a history with Nina, as the two of them helped each other after a storm destroyed their ship. They trusted each other, until Nina accused him of being a slaver, leading to his incarceration at
Hellgate. He hates Nina for her betrayal and for his initial prejudice against Grisha, but he also loves her. Kaz frees Matthias from Hellgate Prison in Six of Crows because of his knowledge of the Ice Court as well as for his skills as a soldier. Nina Zenik, a powerful Heartrender who worked in a brothel
named "White Rose". She was a soldier of the Ravkan Second Army who was captured by Fjerdan Drüskelle, leading to her first encounter with Matthias. She betrayed his trust to protect him from Grisha spies, choosing to stay in Ketterdam in the hopes of finding a way to free him from prison. She was
initially recruited by Pekka Rollins to join the Dime Lions, but after meeting Inej, who brought a counteroffer from Kaz, she decided to join the Dregs instead. After the events of Six of Crows, her Grisha power shifted from the ability to manipulate the human body to the ability to communicate with and
control the dead. Jesper Fahey, a dark-skinned Zemeni sharpshooter with a gambling problem. He is described as being tall and lanky, with an intense facial bone structure. He is a Fabrikator, although he hides this ability. His father believes that he is studying at a university at Ketterdam. He is known for
his quick with and even quicker shooting. By the end of the novel, he and Wylan are living together and in a relationship. Colm Fahey, a Kaelish jurda farmer who set up shop in Novyi Zem and took out a loan for Jesper to attend a Ketterdam university. He went to Ketterdam to try and pay off the loan;
however, he finds out that his son has gotten wrapped up in gambling and organized crime. Jan Van Eck, a rich and prominent merchant who sits on Ketterdam's Merchant Council. He makes a deal with Kaz Brekker to retrieve the creator of jurda parem from the Ice Court. He is also Wylan Van Eck's
father. Kuwei Yul-Bo, the son of Bo Yul-Bayur, the creator of jurda parem. Kuwei was rescued from the Ice Court by the Dregs in Six of Crows, and brought back to Ketterdam. He is an Inferni, and is Shu. Pekka Rollins, leader of the Dime Lions and Kaz's main adversary. Pekka conned Kaz and his
brother and ruined his life. He is the rich owner of a successful gambling hall and runs one of the most formidable gangs in Ketterdam. Zoya Nazyalensky, a Squaller and a member of the Grisha Triumvirate. She was one of Nina's commanding officers in Ravka's Second Army, but ultimately worked with
the Dregs to try and save Kuwei and a myriad of Grisha refugees. Genya Safin, a Tailor, a member of the Grisha Triumvirate, and one of Nina's teachers back in Ravka. Unlike Zoya, she is playful and teasing, and cares very much for Nina. Sturmhond, AKA Nikolai Lantsov, the young King of Ravka who
poses as a privateer from Ravka. He is sharp-witted, flirtatious, and cunning, looking for money to pay off Ravka's debt after their disastrous civil war. Reception Kirkus Reviews calls the novel "dark and violent...but gut-wrenchingly genuine."[4] References ^ Bardugo, Leigh. "Crooked Kingdom". Retrieved
2018-10-03. ^ Bardugo, Leigh. "Author Leigh Bardugo reveals plot details and the cover to 'Crooked Kingdom'". Los Angeles Times. Retrieved 2018-10-03. ^ "'Six of Crows' continues Leigh Bardugo's streak of smart fantasy novels". Washington Post. 2015-11-16. Retrieved 2016-02-17. ^ "CROOKED
KINGDOM". Kirkus Reviews. September 27, 2016. Retrieved from " Title: Crooked KingdomAuthor: Leigh BardugoSeries: Six of Crows #2Genre: Fantasy | YAPublisher: Henry Holt and CompanyFormat: HardcoverPages: 536 pagesRep: LGBT / Mental HealthSpoilers?: Not big ones IF you read Six of
CrowsWelcome to the world of the Grisha.Kaz Brekker and his crew of deadly outcasts have just pulled off a heist so daring even they didn’t think they’d survive. But instead of divvying up a fat reward, they’re right back to fighting for their lives.Double-crossed and badly weakened, the crew is low on
resources, allies, and hope. As powerful forces from around the world descend on Ketterdam to root out the secrets of the dangerous drug known as jurda parem, old rivals and new enemies emerge to challenge Kaz’s cunning and test the team’s fragile loyalties.A war will be waged on the city’s dark and
twisting streets – a battle for revenge and redemption that will decide the fate of the Grisha world. I’m not sure how I’ll be able to write this review without crying or gushing.Six of Crows was one of the books I enjoyed the most these last few months, but I was not ready for Crooked Kingdom. I knew
most readers enjoyed the second book more, but I was struggling to get through during the first third of the story. It wasn’t the book’s fault; I was on vacation with a lot of family, and I couldn’t concentrate when reading.But then it came a turning point. I was super sleepy because I had gone to bed at 7 AM
the “night” before and I picked up the book to help me sleep. Then I couldn’t put it down. This NEVER happens to me with fantasies, just trashy romances. I was reading it so fast I had to make myself slow down because I didn’t want it to end. And when it did, I was a wreck.Crooked Kingdom elevates the
experience you have with Six of Crows to new heights. The plot is more action-filled, there are higher stakes and a greater sense of urgency. The characters are in danger all the time.There are super cool plot twists that leave you thinking “Kaz Brekker is a damn genius”. And the best part about the way
they’re written is that you don’t see them coming, but they’re always explained later.The pacing of the story is more balanced than in Six of Crows. There are action sequences throughout the whole story, instead of only the end. Their effects ripple until the end of the book.The plot is also more complex.
Instead of being The Crows vs. the Fjerdans, now it’s The Crows vs. Van Eck, Pekka Rollins, all the gangs, the Merchants, the Shu, and the Fjerdans. Everyone is against them, and at times, it feels like there’s no way out. Then Kaz gets his scheming face.Ketterdam, the city where the action happens,
feels so real. I could smell the mud and decay every time they were in the Barrel. I could see the clean streets and tall buildings of the University District. It feels like you’re there, experiencing those places and adventures with the crew.The ending was perfect. It concluded the character arcs that needed
closure while leaving room for Nina, Kaz, and Inej to appear in future books set in this world. Their story is told, but they can spice up other character’s tales.“After all their mad escapes and close calls, he’d started to believe the six of them were somehow charmed, that his guns, Kaz’s brains, Nina’s wit,
Inej’s talent, Wylan’s ingenuity, and Matthias’ strength had made them somehow untouchable.”  Kaz is constantly fighting with himself and who he is. He’s a boy that went through too much and who wants to be good, but life taught him he has to be ruthless to survive and avenge his brother.“I don’t hold
a grudge. I cradle it. I coddle it. I feed it fine cuts of meat and send it to the best schools. I nurture my grudges, Rollins.”  Inej reaches a standstill in this book. Her character arc was complete in Six of Crows, but that doesn’t mean she doesn’t shine. She faces her shadow and grows to be even more of a
good person and influence on the gang and, specifically, Kaz.“But wasn’t that what every girl dreamed? That she’d wake and find herself a princess? Or blessed with magical powers and a grand destiny? Maybe there were people who lived those lives. Maybe this girl was one of them. But what about the
rest of us? What about the nobodies and the nothings, the invisible girls? We learn to hold our heads as if we wear crowns. We learn to wring magic from the ordinary. That was how you survived when you weren’t chosen, when there was no royal blood in your veins. When the world owed you nothing,
you demanded something of it anyway.”  Nina overcomes the challenge of her life. She rediscovers who she is and what it means to be a powerful Grisha, even under unexpected circumstances.  Matthias‘ character arc was beautiful to follow. If you pay attention, you can see where it is going almost
from the start but, this may be an unpopular opinion, it was the perfect ending for him. He overcomes his prejudice and accepts who he was, why he was wrong, and the person he is now.  Wylan is so underappreciated. He is smart, he’s the first to understand Kaz’s new plans, he’s an alchemy genius,
and he’s just good. All he wants is to live a quiet life, but he’s not afraid to be the punching bag and go against his dad.  Jesper grew so much in this book. He was meh in Six of Crows, but I genuinely enjoyed his chapters in Crooked Kingdom. He nearly brought me to tears with his development as a
man who has to find his priorities and embrace who he truly is, a Grisha.Although we mainly follow our six Crows, the secondary characters brought the perfect amount of intrigue. Van Eck and Pekka Rollins were fantastic villains and the only ones who could go against Kaz. Colm, Jesper’s dad, was
essential to drive Jesper’s character development and ground the whole group.If we’re talking about relationships, Jesper and his dad’s complicated situation enraptures everyone, Inej and Nina’s friendship is beautiful, and Kaz should be more open with Jesper. All these complex relationships are great.
But let’s talk ROMANCE.I love that Leigh Bardugo doesn’t wait until the end to deliver the big romantic moments. She builds these relationships consistently, each with their pacing and development. All the main pairings are at different points of their relationships, and their development feels natural and
right. This is so hard to do in a good fantasy.❤️️ Kaz and Inej have crazy sexual tension because of Kaz’s problem with touching people. They bring out the best in each other, and Inej is such a good influence on Kaz. He just wants to be and do better for her. And I’m a sucker for tough guys with a soft
spot for their girl.“He couldn’t walk the line between the decency she deserved and the violence this path demanded. If he tried, it might get them both killed. He could only be who he truly was — a boy who had no comfort to offer.”❤️️ Jesper and Wylan complement each other like no other. Jesper sees
Wylan for who he truly is, this smart boy that deserves the world and brings out his rebellious side. Wylan helps to ground Jesper and his worst whims.❤️️ Nina and Matthias‘ relationship is so wholesome. Most of its development was done in Six of Crows, but they find their physicality in this book. They’re
always there for each other, through good or bad.I can’t recommend the Six of Crows duology enough. I completely understand why it is so loved and appreciated in the bookish community. It’s a fantastic YA fantasy that everyone who enjoys the genre should DEFINITELY read.C A W P I R E10 9 9 10 8
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